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In October 1999 The Olympia Shopping Centre opened in
Brno, the second largest city in the Czech Republic and
only two hours drive south east of Prague.

It was a significant new addition to retailing in the Czech
Republic attracting immediate attention and interest. Its first
phase was a 65,000m? shopping and leisure centre with an
18,000m? Ahold Hypermarket, 75 shops, a 10 screen cin-
ema, many restaurants and a bowling centre. It received
the award for Best in Czech Realty Shopping Centre.

The Czech Republic was a very different place in 1999.
Only ten years after the Velvet Revolution the economy
was expanding rapidly, generating new jobs and supporting
new found freedoms and lifestyles. Hypermarket chains
had begun to roll out stores in most cities with DIY opera-
tors fast on their heels. Often they worked together to cre-
ate “retail park” centres of a size and intensity unprece-
dented in the Czech Republic. The Olympia venture was part
of that new breed of shopping centre but one whose approach
was much more ambitious and sustainable.

Our clients arrived in Brno with a vision to deliver a shopping
and leisure centre that would first of all fulfil the needs of the
evolving economy but also expand and adapt to the changes
likely to occur in the Czech Republic in the coming years.



The hypermarket was still a principal anchor and initially one of the major attractions for the
additional retail and leisure uses. The cinemas and restaurants encourage higher visitation
and greater dwell time by creating an evening venue.




“The Olympia Shopping Centre .  Green leisure zone - 2010
was extended tn 4 wajor stages’
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The impact of the Olympia centre has gradually spread outside of the Centre itself generat-
ing a busy commercial district with employment and business opportunities for the local
residents who live and work in close proximity and they are also a part of the Olympia
story.
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In September 2007 in association with the major Austrian department store, KIKA, a
new anchor for the expanding Olympia shopping centre was unveiled. KIKA with its
19,000sgm three level store was an excellent new addition to the Olympia centre. The
combination of the strength of the existing retail offer in Olympia and the new dimen-
sion added by KIKA attracted new retailers and many new shoppers to the centre from
Brno and further afield.



Local Photographers, Lumir and Marek Smélik provided all the pictures dis-
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The latest phase of the Olympia Centre was completed over the last three years and for-
mally opened on October 16 2009, just in time for the Christmas shopping season, Olym-
pia’s tenth.

Olympia is now a shopping centre in excess of 100,000sqm with over 200 shops and res-
taurants, with many notable international names combining with the best of Czech retailing
and leisure. The cinemas and bowling still generate an evening and weekend leisure desti-
nation, as they did when the centre opened.

In May 2010 a new external “green” leisure area adjoining the river will be unveiled which
will add a whole new dimension to the experience bringing activity and recreational lei-
sure to Olympia.
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Many people who were involved with the completion of the latest Phase and attended
October’s opening party were the same people who attended the opening gala in 1999.
Everyone who had been associated with this project was celebrating the opening of the
new phase as well as the success of the previous years. The core of the Olympia team
has stayed together for all ten years, which has been a major contributor to its success.

Only ten years from the time when Olympia first opened its doors it now has a size and
reputation comparable with the major retail destination centres throughout Europe. This is
a significant accomplishment, partially undertaken during one of the severest recessions
ever in Europe and one that all of those that have been involved in over the years can be
justifiably proud of...we most certainly are.



OLYMPIA TEAM

Scott Abbey Katerina Balcarkova Ron Barrott Chris Barrow
Alan Bell Richard Bellefontaine Miroslav Bilek Arne Bongenaar
Chris Budden Pavla Bumbalkovd Sarka Buskovd Martin Carr
Allan %pman Lubos Chvila John Collins-Taylor Paul Crosby
Chris Davi Jangslav Dokoupil Patricie Duskova Peter Ebbelinghaus
Michael Farrow. Vlastislav Filipi  Zbynék Franc Robert Fryer
Clark Geddes Ivana‘Halgg Walter Hampel Zderika Havelkova
John Henley Katefina Henleyova # Petr Hoffman Geert Jan ten Hoonte
Vilma Ho8kovd Geoff Hudson Alefa Hulovd  Katarzyna Jaworska
Philip Jones: Tomas Kanka Jakub Kapsa " Petr Kasik Fiona Kelly
Ramesh Khanna Borivoj Knourek Radek Kobza Eva Koc¢i Jan Koci
Lubo$ Koc¢i ~*Wladka Koci¢kova « Marcel Kokeel Radka Konecna
Pavel Konepka = Tomas Kopal « Barbara Kfiva Vladimir Kudela
Julia Langkraer" Zbynék Laube Milada Ledvinka Andy Lee
Alfred Lettang 'Herman Lettenmyer Lucia Lettenmyer Martin Machac
Petr Machala Hilary McDowell: . Patric Meynert § Ron Miers
Symon Mieskowski | Sasha Mihajlovic Melva Mullings . Ale§ Navratil
Petr Némecek ~Anthony Nemeth . .Pavlina Nedporova Jiti Neumann
. Jan Novak Kathleen O'Connor  Petr Palicka  Eleni. Papadopoulou
Ian Parkef - Lukas Pecka  Jifi Pesat Dorothy Phillips
Standa Podrouzek Mark Powell* * Pavla Protivova 'Joanna Psaras
Jim Rivers' Anita Rosato 1 Michal Rozehnal Dolores'Schroeder
Ruth Schwartzinger ~Steven Screene | David Seal John Shaw
Mike Sheard Michal Sirny Jifi'Skyva Lumir Smélik Marek Smélik
Martin Stépéanek Geoff'Street  Petr StrejCek Milan Svatek Jan Tomsa
VictorTsui Milan Ulehla Anita Valkova Vitézslav Vicek
Dagmar Vychodilova Alan Wallace David Werry Duncan Weston
Jiri Zondlak Robert Zugar
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